
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 5 September 2019] 

 p6561d-6562a 
Hon Fran Logan 

 [1] 

FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES — COMMISSIONER DARREN KLEMM 
Statement by Minister for Emergency Services 

MR F.M. LOGAN (Cockburn — Minister for Emergency Services) [9.04 am]: I rise to acknowledge Fire and 
Emergency Services Commissioner Darren Klemm, AFSM, who has received the 2019 Murdoch University 
Leader of the Year Working in State or Federal Government. It is a well-deserved honour and I applaud 
Commissioner Klemm for his leadership of the Department of Fire and Emergency Services over the past two years. 
Under Commissioner Klemm’s leadership, DFES has been transformed into a holistic emergency services agency 
that is no longer response focused — 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! The minister is on his feet. 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: — but now manages prevention, preparedness, response and recovery functions. The McGowan 
government is delivering unprecedented reform of our state’s emergency services as well as record levels of 
resourcing, and Commissioner Klemm has been integral in delivering these significant changes for the benefit of the 
WA community. Under Commissioner Klemm, the department has strengthened its community-centred approach 
and further improved its connection and respect for volunteers. I have spent a lot of time with Commissioner Klemm, 
travelling thousands of kilometres across our great state to meet with our emergency services, and he enjoys not 
only my respect and admiration but also that of the volunteers and career officers. 
Commissioner Klemm is also one of our state’s agents of change and is leading greater diversity and inclusion in 
the department. Some of the achievements to date under Commissioner Klemm’s leadership include the introduction 
of the Rural Fire Division, including the unprecedented $35 million investment in DFES-led mitigation; the 
creation of 13 new positions to support volunteers even more; a new volunteer research scholarship and the 
leading of work across Australia to address declining volunteer trends; the unprecedented funding of $19 million 
for our Volunteer Marine Rescue Services; the introduction of two new medals for bushfire brigades and the 
Volunteer Marine Rescue; the changing of business services and recruitment processes to address unconscious 
bias and ensuring fair employment selection; and establishing a new district officer position to improve female 
firefighter recruitment, and the latest recruitment round saw a 158 per cent increase in female applications to DFES. 

There are many more achievements that this government and Commissioner Klemm have implemented and there 
are many more to come. I would like to thank Commissioner Klemm for all his work and that of the Department of 
Fire and Emergency Services as we march further into an era of unprecedented reform of our state’s emergency 
services. Congratulations, once more, to the commissioner on receiving this award. 
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